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At Congregation Kol Tikvah the future of Jewish youth is paramount.   
Our youth programs in the Youth Department are designed to inspire  

leadership and creativity.  We are committed to creating a foundation for a 
lifetime of curiosity and passion for Judaism.   

Contact us to learn more about our programs! 

Megan Usow 
Director of Youth & Family Programing  

 
PHONE: 
Office: (954) 346-7878 x244 
Call or Text: (954) 263-7696 
 
E-MAIL: Meganu@koltikvah.net 
 
WEBSITE: http://www.koltikvah.net/
youth_groups.htm 
 
FACEBOOK: Megan Usow or Toga Man 
 
TWITTER: KT_Youth  
 

Philosophy of CKT’s Youth Department  
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A Letter from the Director of Youth & Family Programming  
Megan Usow 

 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I am so excited to have the privilege of working with your  
children this year!  I grew up in Boca Raton and attended The High School at 
Donna Klein Jewish Academy. I spent a majority of my time at my “home away 
from home”, Temple Beth El in Boca Raton.  I was an active member of my 
youth group, BOFTY, on both the Executive Board and as part of the  
NFTY-STR Regional Board as a song leader.   
 
I taught Religious School at Temple Shaaray Tefila in New York City during 
my freshman year at Pace University and spent three summers as the Religious 
Activities Director and Teen Village Program Director at Camp Shalom in 
Central Florida.  Recently, I was the Program Coordinator for the Jewish Teen 
Initiative at the Jewish Federation. I am so honored to be welcomed into such 
a warm congregation and to plant my roots among you and your family at 
Congregation Kol Tikvah! 
 
The book of Mishlei (Proverbs) tells us that we should “teach a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it”.  The goal of  
Congregation Kol Tikvah’s Youth Department is to plant the seeds that will 
help your children learn about and appreciate their role in the Jewish world.   
Together we can teach them to be strong and responsible Jewish leaders. 
 
There is a tremendous amount of information within this handbook for you 
and your children. If you have any questions, my door is always open.  Please 
come into our brand-new youth lounge and say, “hello”.  I look forward to  
having a fantastic year with you and your family! 
 
B’Kavod, 
 
 

Meg :) 
 
Megan Usow 
Director of Youth and Family Programming  
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College Caravan  
Monday, November 1st- Tuesday, November 2nd 2010 

 
FSU (Tallahassee) ~ UF (Gainesville) ~ UCF (Orlando) 

 
Join us for this amazing two day trip as we tour three different Florida schools, hear from admissions 

counselors, visit the cities and meet Rabbi’s and teens from the Hillel of each school! 
$200 

Includes, transportation, lodging and all meals. Spaces are limited, register online! 
This program is geared for high school students who are looking at colleges.  

 
PARTY Chai ~ 11th & 12th Grade Program 

“Packing Jewishly for College” will be part of the 11th &12th grade curriculum 
taught by Debbie Hafetz, RJE, on Monday nights from 6:00-7:00pm.   

The program will include a few sessions with Premier College Advisors. Students 
will learn how to write a resume and what should be included on  

college applications.  See page 9 for more information on PARTY Chai. 
 
 

 
 

URJ Camp Shabbat and Summer Program Fair  
Friday, November 12th  

Join us for Shabbat dinner and a camp-style service to learn about all of the  
exciting programs available for your child this summer! 

 
2011 Summer Programs at Congregation Kol Tikvah 

Counselor-in-Training (CIT) Program at Camp Yeladim 
“CKT on the Road” – Teen Travel Camp 
Choose Your own Adventure… Summer 2011! 

 
URJ Jewish Sleepaway Camps 

Camp Coleman 
6-Points Sports Academy 

Camp Kutz 
 

For more information, links to URJ camps and scholarship  
opportunities, please contact Megan Usow or visit our website at  

http://www.koltikvah.net/youth_groups.htm 

College Prep 

2011 Summer Programs 
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Family Programs at Congregation Kol Tikvah are incredible  
opportunities for you to connect with your family and get them  involved in 

our K’hillah K’doshah, holy community!   
 

We welcome all families in our community to participate in all of our exciting 
experiences.  We look forward to having you join us at all of our family  

programs! 
 

2010-2011 Calendar of Family Programs 
 

September 9– Tashlich at the Park  
 

September 21- Sukkah Decorating & Family BBQ 
 

September 22- Bring Your Own Dinner & Family Game Night 
 

September 26- Simply Sweet Sukkot Family Dinner 
 

November 12- URJ Camp Shabbat & Summer Program Fair 
 

December 7- Family Chanukah Celebration 
 

January 21-23- CKT Host’s NFTY-STR’s Hatikvah Kallah 
 

March 20– Purim Carnival 
 

April 7– A Taste of Pesach 
 

April 19– 2nd Night of Passover Family Seder 
 
 

For more information on family programming and a complete  
calendar of times and locations of all events, please visit our  

website at http://www.koltikvah.net/youth_groups.htm  
 
 
 
 

Family Programs 
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Do you like to Sing?  
Join our Jr. Choir, Shir Glee! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Shir Glee is open to anyone in Kindergarten-8th grade! 

 

2010-2011 Shir Glee Rehearsal Dates: 
Rehearsals are two Thursdays a month from  

5:30-7:00pm. Bring your own dinner! 
 

10/7, 10/21, 11/4. 11/18, 12/9, 12/16,  
1/6, 1/20, 2/3, 2/17, 3/10, 3/24, 4/7, 4/21, 5/5, 5/19 

 
2010-2011 Shir Glee Singing Engagements: 

 
11/12– Camp Coleman Shabbat 

12/3– Chanukah Shabbat 
12/7– Family Chanukah Celebration 

1/28– Shabbat with Adult Choir 
2/11– Shabbat Service 

3/25- Shabbat with Adult Choir 
4/3– Mitzvah Day 

5/15– Israel Festival 

SHIR 

Shir Glee ~ CKT’s Jr. Chor  
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PARTY, which is CKT’s Senior Youth group, is open to all  
Jewish teens in grades 9-12.  PARTY is part of NFTY-STR 

(North American Federation of Temple Youth Southern Tropical Region). 
 

Members of PARTY serve as role models for the Jewish youth of our  
community. Completely youth led, PARTY forms the foundation for a solid 
Jewish identity and develops leadership skills for all of the teens involved.  
Throughout the year, members will have the opportunity to participate in  
local events with PARTY and travel all over Florida for overnight events. 

 
Leadership opportunities are endless! An executive board is elected every 

spring for the following year.  
 

Be part of the excitement! We meet on Monday nights  as part of PARTY Chai 
from 7:00-8:00pm for Lounge Nights in our newly renovated space, the Youth 
Lounge! Also, fun events and overnights take place once a month. Each event is 

an opportunity for excitement, friendships, leadership and Judaism.  
 

Membership dues are included in the price of PARTY Chai (See page 9) 
PARTY dues without participation in PARTY Chai are $250 

 
2010-2011 PARTY Board 

 
Sydney Galper, President 

Jessica Sheldon, Programming Vice President 
Elisa Press, Social Action Vice President 

Marc Faust, Religious & Cultural Vice President 
Hannah Santo, Membership VP Vice President 
Jessie Karlen, Communications Vice President 

 
Ashira Boxman & Alex Novell  

URJ Camp Liaisons 
 

Brandon Marks & Lauren Pomerantz 
Ways & Means Chairs 

 
Drew Simkins 

Historian  
 

For permission slips and a complete calendar of our exciting upcoming events,  
please visit our website at http://www.koltikvah.net/party.htm 

PARTY (9th -12th Grade)  
   (Parkland Area Federation of Reform Temple Youth)  
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PARTY Chai is a combination of informal and formal Jewish 
education with personal experiences.  2010-2011 is our inaugural 

year with this amazing program and we are looking forward to all of the  
excitement that lies ahead. 

 
PARTY Chai is open to all  teens in 8th through 12th grades. PARTY Chai 
meets on Monday nights and includes dinner,  one hour of formal  “Chai” 
School and Lounge Night. Once a month, there is an opportunity to get  

community service hours for high school by participating in a hands-on tikkun 
olam project. Upon completion of the tikkun olam event, the Director of Lifelong 

Learning or the Director of Youth and Family Programming will sign  
Community Service forms for school requirements.  

 
Party Chai Monday Night Schedule  

5:30pm Dinner and Schmoozing 
 

6:00pm Formal Grade-Level Learning 
8th & 9th Grade: Making Good Choices & Effective Habits Curriculum  

10th Grade: Confirmation Class with Rabbi Boxman 
11th & 12th Grade: URJ Sacred Choices Curriculum & Packing Jewishly for College 

 
7:00pm Informal Lounge Night  

Programs designed and led by PARTY Board Members 
 

Through consistent attendance, each teen will be eligible to attend a grade –level trip.  
 

COST for PARTY Chai is $650   
Membership includes weekly dinner, program materials, and PARTY Membership. 

PARTY Chai 
Hebrew High School  

PARTY Time Café 
Open Sundays and during the week before Religious School  

Sit back, relax and join us for bagels and nosh on  
Sunday Mornings before Religious School at the  

PARTY Time Café! Café opens at 8am. 
 

Café will also be open selling snacks and pizza before  
Religious School during the week. All proceeds from the café will go toward 

the CKT Youth Department.  
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Jr. PARTY, CKT’s junior youth group, is open to all tweens in 
6th through 8th grade.  Jr. PARTY is part of the junior division 

of NFTY (North American Federation of Temple Youth). 
 
Jr. PARTY meets once a month for an off-site adventure.   
Community Service opportunities are available through our Middle School 
Days of Community Service which take place on some Broward County early 
release days.  

 
Jr. PARTY Membership is $72.00 for CKT Members &  

$100 for non-members.   
 
 

 
September 23rd ~ Day of Community Service @  

the Tri-County Humane Society ( Broward County 1/2 Day) 
 

October 24th ~ Glass Bottom Boat Snorkeling 
 

November 11th  ~ Day Trip to Islands of Adventure 
(Broward County- No School Day) 

 
December 12th ~ Boomers! 

 
January 21st-23rd ~ Hatikvah Kallah 

See p. 11 for details 
 

February 13th ~ Ice Cream and Movies 
 

March 6th ~ Color Me Mine 
 

April 9th ~ Ice Cream Seder 
 

April 28th ~ Day of Community Service ( Broward County 1/2 Day) 
 

May 22nd ~ Lag B’Omer Surfing & Beach Party 
 

Dates and events are tentative and subject to change.  
For the most up to date event information, please visit our website at  

http://www.koltikvah.net/juniorparty.htm 

Jr. PARTY (6th -8th Grade)  

Jr. PARTY Calendar 2010 -2011/5771  
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In January, over 200 Reform tweens from all over Florida will be participating 
in a weekend of fun and experiential learning at Congregation Kol Tikvah.   

 
These 7th and 8th graders are among the brightest and talented up-and -

coming Jewish teen leaders in Florida.  We are honored to have the  privilege 
of hosting this annual event!  

 
We can’t do it without you! Host families, volunteers and 

sponsors are needed to make this event successful!   
 

We are Looking for 100 Host Families   
As a host family, you will get to take part in this wonderful experience for our 
teens.  You do not have to have a teen in Jr. PARTY to be a host family.  As 
a host family  you are responsible for is transportation to and from the Temple, 

and providing breakfast on Saturday morning.  
 

 Please call Megan Usow, Director of Youth and Family Programming at 
(954) 346-7878 x244 to be part of this amazing opportunity  

as a host family, volunteer or sponsor.  

HOST FAMILY/VOLUNTEER FORM 
Please complete & return this form to Congregation Kol Tikvah  

(ATTN: Youth Department) before December 1st. 
 

Family Name _____________________________ Contact Person: _____________________ 
 
Cell Phone: ________________________________ E-mail: ______________________________ 
Age(s)/Grade)/Genders) of children in the Home: 
 
 
___ Yes!  We would love to be a host family! We will host _____________ tweens.   

You must be able to host a minimum of 3 tweens and have enough seat belts in your car for everyone 
 
____ Do you Keep Kosher?  ____ Is there a smoker in the house?  
 
____ Do You have Pets?  If yes, what kind? _______________________________  
 
____ Yes! Please contact me, I would also like to volunteer for the event. 

 
Thank you for your support! 

CKT is Hosting Hatikvah Kallah!  
Save the Date!  

January 21st -23rd, 2011  
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Bonim, Hebrew for “builders,” is a  
youth group that provides students in grades  

3 through 5 the opportunity to explore their surroundings  
and build character as they strengthen friendships with their 

peers.  Exciting on-site monthly activities will give members the 
chance spend time with each other in a creative  

and fun Jewish environment.  
 

Yearly membership dues for Bonim are 
$54 for CKT Members & $72 for Non-Members 

 
Friends are always encouraged to attend events! 

 
 
 

 
 

September 26th ~ Passion for Pastry 
 

October 10th ~ Wildlife Adventure 
 

November 14th ~ Build-A-Bear 
 

December 5th ~ Color-Me-Mine 
 

January 9th ~ Mad Science Experiments 
 

*Monday February 21st (No School Day)  
Wannado City 

 
March 6th ~ Purim Fun 

 
April 10th ~ Chocolate Seder 

 
*Saturday, April 30th-Sunday, May 1st  

End of the Year Sleepover 
 

*Unless noted, Bonim members meet on Sundays,  
once a month at 1:15pm at Congregation Kol Tikvah  

Bonim (3rd -5th Grade)  

Bonim Calendar 2010-2011/5771  
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Chaverim, Hebrew for “friends,” is a youth  
group designed to introduce young children in  

Kindergarten through 2nd grades to the excitement of being part 
of a congregational community. Members of Chaverim will make 
new friends and plant the seeds of a lifetime of love for Judaism.  

 
 

Yearly membership dues for Chaverim are 
$54 for CKT Members & $72 for Non-Members 

 
Friends are always encouraged to attend events! 

 

 
September 26th ~ Passion for Pastry 

 
October 10th ~ Wildlife Adventure 

 
November 14th ~ Build-A-Bear 

 
December 5th ~ Messy Chanukah Olympics 

 
January 9th ~ Mad Science Experiments 

 
*Monday February 21st (No School Day)  

Wannado City  
 

March 6th ~ Purim Fun 
 

April 10th ~ Chocolate Seder 
 

*Unless noted, Chaverim members meet on Sundays,  
once a month at 11:00am  at Congregation Kol Tikvah  

 

Chaverim (K-2nd Grade)  

Chaverim Calendar 2010-2011/5771  



14 

When our teens graduate and move on to  
college we know they still like to PARTY! Our young adult  

group is open to all college students and young adults between 
the ages of 18 and 30.  We get  

together four times a year to celebrate and have a good time.  
 

For the latest information on upcoming We Still Like To PARTY events or to register your 
college student for our college connection outreach program, find us online at   

http://www.koltikvah.net/college.htm  
 

MISSION 
The mission of the Youth Committee of  

Congregation Kol Tikvah is to serve as an evaluative, informative, and  
governing body to promote the services offered by the Youth and Family  
Programming Department.  The Youth Committee will provide lines of  
communication to the Board of Directors and the congregation.  As a  

synagogue affiliated with the URJ, the Youth Committee is comprised of lay 
people, frequently chartered in the synagogue’s constitution and  

Board of Directors, tasked with overseeing the complete operations of the 
Youth and Family Programming Department. 

 
VISION 

The vision of the Youth Committee of Congregation Kol Tikvah is to provide a welcoming 
environment that inspires Jewish youth to participate and remain active in our synagogue 

family and the greater Jewish community.  
 
The Youth Committee is chaired by Dr. Lance Simkins. We meet once a month 

on alternating Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:15-9:30pm.  
Join us if you would like to take an active interest in the youth of CKT. 

 
2010-2011 Youth Committee Meeting Dates 

Thursday, September 16th ,Tuesday, October 19th , 
Thursday, November 18th ,Tuesday, December 14th , 
Thursday, January 13th , Tuesday, February 15th ,  

Thursday, March 24th ,Tuesday, April 12th   & Thursday, May 19th 

We Still Like To PARTY   
CKT’s Young Adult Group 

Youth Committee at CKT  
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Congregation Kol Tikvah’s Youth Department is a place where children and teens can 
find all kinds of activities that pique their interests.  The various groups and  

organizations that we are affiliated with have names and acronyms that may be  
unfamiliar. The glossary below is intended to help you piece it all together and the find 

the programs that speak directly to your family!  
 
Chaverim 
Hebrew for friends, Chaverim is Congregation Kol Tikvah’s youth group for children in Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade. Unless noted, Chaverim members meet once a month on Sundays at 11:00am. 
 
Bonim 
Hebrew for builders, Bonim is Congregation Kol Tikvah’s youth group for children in 3rd through 5th 
grade. Unless noted, Bonim members meet once a month on Sundays at 1:15pm. 
 
Jr. PARTY 
Jr. PARTY is Congregation Kol Tikvah’s  youth group for tweens  in middle school. Programming  
includes monthly fun off-site activities, a weekend retreat and Days of Community Service.  
 

PARTY Chai 
PARTY Chai is the joining together of informal and formal Jewish education and experiences at  
Congregation Kol Tikvah.  Open to all  teens in 8th  through 12th grade, PARTY Chai meets on Monday 
nights and includes dinner,  one hour of formal  “Chai” School followed by Lounge Night in the Youth 
Lounge. Once a month, there is a hands-on a community service project. 
 
PARTY  
PARTY in an acronym for Parkland Area Federation of Reform Temple Youth, Congregation Kol 
Tikvah’s youth group for  teens in high school. PARTY is a member of NFTY-STR. PARTY programs 
are youth led and offer leadership, friendship, and many amazing experiences and opportunities multiple 
times each month. 
 
Kallah 
A Kallah is a gathering of over 300 teens for a weekend retreat at a host congregation in Florida. All 
other NFTY-STR affiliated  Reform congregations participate. PARTY members have four  
opportunities throughout the year to attend kallot. Jr. PARTY has one opportunity. This year, 
Congregation Kol Tikvah has the privilege of hosting Hatikvah Kallah for 7th and 
8th graders on January 21st-23rd.  Hosting is a community effort!  Please see p. 11 
for more information. 
 
NFTY-STR  
NFTY-STR is an acronym for North American Federation of Temple Youth- Southern Tropical  
Region. NFTY is the youth movement for Reform teens throughout the United States & Canada.  
NFTY-STR is affiliated with the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) and provides recreational, social 
and educational programs, as well as opportunities for teens leadership in the Jewish community. 
 
 

Youth Department Glossary  
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For permission slips & the most up to date information on all of 
our programs, please visit our website at: 

http://koltikvah.net/youth_groups.htm  

CKT Youth Department 
Join us and choose which program APPeals to you! 

PARTY 
9th-12th Grade 

Jr. PARTY 
6th-8th Grade 

Bonim 
3rd-5th Grade 

Chaverim 
K-2nd Grade 

Young Adult 
Events 

Family  
Events 

Jr. Choir: 
Shir Glee 

College 
Planning 

(954) 263-7696 meganu@koltikvah.net “Friend” Toga Man KT_Youth 

Summer 2011  
Choose Your Own  

Adventure! 


